
Indiana Lions District 25-C Newsletter 
Volume 1, Issue 2                                 August 2009  
 

The Magic of the International Convention 
 
My fellow Lions, my wish is that all of you have the opportunity to one 
day participate in a Lions Clubs International Convention. To feel the 
magic and witness the humanitarian work that Lions perform around 
the world is indescribable.  The openness, warmth and friendliness of 
all the Lions make you feel a part of a family that you’ve previously 
never met. 
 
I met people from around the world and in spite of language barriers 
and different cultures we were all there for one purpose, to help people 
in need.  Our purpose as Lions is to provide a better tomorrow by 
setting a good example for our communities so we as people have a 
better future. When there is goodwill in your heart, it doesn’t matter 
what language you speak.  The results are the same.  Lions create an 
atmosphere that makes you feel part of the solution of helping others. 
 
The theme for this year from our International President Eberhard J. 
Wirfs is “Move to Grow.”  What a wonderful message.  In the past five 
years our district has suffered a loss in membership.  My concern is 
that if we don’t grow, Lions may not be around to continue the legacy 
“To Serve.”  We have a gift to do good.  So it is important to grow so 
we can continue to do the important things we as Lions are known to 
do.   
 
Lion Gretchen and I have started our visitations.  It pleases me to see 
the enthusiasm and to hear the good suggestions from fellow Lions on 
how they can best serve their communities.  Don’t let your club be the 
“Best Kept Secret.”  The only way that we can grow in membership is 
to let our communities know that we are there for them and let them 
know what we do.  Don’t miss the opportunity to invite them to join us. 
It was my pleasure to induct the new officers and 3 new members into 
the Oxford Lions Club.  What a way to start our year!  I send my 
sincere congratulations to the Oxford Lions.   
 
I am looking forward to visiting and meeting with each of you and hope 
to induct new members during these visits.  I strongly believe that 
working together, we can make a difference.  We can be on the right 
track but if we stand still, we’re going to get run over.  So “MOVE TO 
GROW” makes a lot of sense. Let’s all work together so we can make 
this year a success story for our district.   
 
Yours in Lionism,  
DG Nick 
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Sights from the International Convention  
 

  
 
 
          
 
 
 

 
 
 
    
    

  
  

Minneapolis from Nicolett 
Island in the Mississippi River 

An Australian welcome to 
the Millennium Hotel 

Meeting ID Eugenio and Ibis 
Roman who will speak at our 
next district convention 

The Indiana DG Gang after 
the Celebration Banquet 

Waiting, waiting and still 
waiting for the parade to start 
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Thoughts from 1 st Vice- District Governor John Sabol…  
 
An article in the June Lions Magazine indicated that Lions Clubs 
International has 1,322,679 members in 45,146 clubs in 743 districts in 
205 countries. That is a lot of Lionism. Although sometimes it seems 
that ours is the only club in the world. We, that is your club and mine, 
are very much a part of a much larger organization whose mission is to 

be a champion for preserving and saving the visions of individuals the world over. That 
can only be accomplished one Lion at a time, helping move their club forward so that 
together those 45,146 clubs accomplish the goal together. 
  
Thanks 
1st Vice district Governor 25C 
John Sabol  
 

 
 

 
 

 
YES… THE MMR REPORT IS VERY  

IMPORTANT AND NECESSARY! 
 

 
I have just received a listing of the Monthly Membership Reports (MMR) from LCI for 
our District ending June 30, 2009.  Many of our clubs have not filed an MMR for quite 
some time.   
 
A monthly report must be filed at the end of each month identifying the total number of 
members in each club.  Whether there have been changes or not, this report must be 
filed monthly.  Please send a copy to LCI, a copy to the District Governor, the 1st Vice 
District Governor and your Zone Chairman.  This report will make it easier for a club to 
be properly billed by the district and LCI for its exact number of members. 
 
I strongly encourage you to start filing these monthly reports either by computer through 
the LCI website or by regular mail.  If you need any assistance with this report, please 
contact me and I will find someone to help you. 
 
Your effort in keeping our district up to date with LCI is appreciated. 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
DG Nick 
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Save the Date … 
 
September 24 – 26   USA/Canada Lions Forum Memphis, TN 

October 3-4 Newport Hill Climb Newport, IN 
 

 

  

DG Nick’s Schedule and Events … 
 
August 4 Tuesday Brownsburg Night Out 

Against Crime 
Brownsburg 

August 11, 14, 17  Indiana State Fair State Fairgrounds 
*August 22 Saturday 1st Cabinet meeting 

- PDGs at 9am 
- Cabinet meeting at 10am 

Arbuckle Park, 
Brownsburg 

August 22 Saturday District 25D Banner Night Pendleton Heights  
High School 

September 2 Wednesday Official visit Lafayette club 
September 13 Sunday Indiana Lions Eye & Tissue 

Transplant Bank Board 
Meeting 

Eye & Tissue Bank 
Headquarters 

September 19 Saturday Brownsburg Lions Club 
80th Anniversary Banquet 

American Legion Hall 
Brownsburg 

September 20 Sunday Indiana Lions Eye & Tissue 
Transplant Bank Open 
House 

Eye & Tissue Bank 
Headquarters 

October 7 Wednesday Official visit Delphi 
Oct 30 – Nov 1  2nd Council meeting South Bend 
November 7 Saturday District 25C 

Banner Night 
Brownsburg American 
Legion Hall 

November 11 Wednesday Governor Night Clinton 
November 15 Sunday Official visit Battleground 
November 21 Saturday 2nd Cabinet meeting Clinton 

 
DG Nick is now scheduling club visitations.  Please contact him early so you can get the 
date you want.   
* Club secretaries and treasurers should plan on attending the 1 st Cabinet 
meeting.  There will be a training session included that will be beneficial for you, 
your club and District 25C.  
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33rd Annual  
  USA/Canada Lions 
    Leadership Forum  

  September 24-26, 2009 
  Memphis, Tennessee 

 

 

 

“Move to Grow – 
Lions Leading Through Service” 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

 
Opening Night, Thursday 
Dr. Charles Petty  is a family humorist, speaking to businesses, volunteer and civic 
organizations, as well as to teachers and educators.  He has spoken in 50 states and 14 
foreign countries. 
 
 
Friday Luncheon 
LaDonna Gatlin  has spent her entire career empowering people to realize their 
potential by living life authentically from the inside out...through their words their deeds 
and their actions.  LaDonna truly speaks from her heart with stories that are the stuff of 
life.   
 
Saturday Luncheon 
2009-2010 International President Eberhard Wirfs  will speak on his Presidential 
Program "Move to Grow" at the Saturday luncheon.   
 
Saturday Night Closing Banquet 
Craig MacFarlane  is a superstar in the hearts and minds of anyone who has watched 
him take on one of life's greatest blows -- the total loss of his sight -- and turn it into a 
tower of inspiration for the entire world to see. You will be amazed and encouraged by 
his story and left with a message of "Hope and Inspiration"! 
 

 
Additional information regarding all the forum activities as well as 
registration information is available at the forum website: 
www.usacanadalionsforum.org 
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What’s happening in 25C?  
 

 
 

 
 

40th Annual Dan Patch Days Festival 
September 11, 12, & 13, 2009 

Rommel Park, North 5th Street 
Oxford, Indiana 

  
Concerts: Friday night performance features  

2008 American Idol Finalist Amanda Overmyer   
 

Little Miss & Mister Dan Patch contest, motorcycle run, softball tournament,  
food, scavenger hunt, 5K Run, bingo, camping, kids activities,  

flea markets, parade and more! 
  

Contact Lion Gigi Sims 
765-583-4788  

gmsims@hotmail.com or visit www.danpatchdays.net  
  
 

 
 
 

It’s Easy Being Z’Green  
 

56th Annual Zionsville Lions Club Fall Festival  
Lions Park, off State Road 334  

Zionsville, Indiana  
 

September 11, 12, & 13, 2009 
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What’s happening in 25C , continued? 
 

 
 
 

Little Italy Festival 
September 4 – 7 
Clinton, Indiana 

 
 

 
  

The celebration kicks off on Friday night at 6pm with a parade  
that includes a LIONS unit.  

 
         If you are feeling “fortunate” make it a point to stop by the Lions Club booth  

and spin the Cheese & Salami wheel for a chance to  
win some Italian cheese or a giant salami ! 

 
Activities include entertainment, eating contests, grape stomping and auction.  

The festival concludes with fireworks on Monday evening. 
 

For more information: www.littleitalyfestival.org 

 
 

 

“Happiness cannot come from without. It must come from within. It is not what we see 
and touch or that which others do for us which makes us happy; it is that which we think 
and feel and do, first for the other fellow and then for ourselves.” – Helen Keller 

 
 

 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 20 th day of month prior to 
the publication date. Anything received after that date will appear in the 
following issue. 

  

Sponsored in major part 
by the Clinton Lions Club 
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Spotlight on Clubs and Projects 
 

BROWNSBURG HONORS ONE OF THEIR OWN                
By DG Nick Xinopoulos 

 
Every year, the Brownsburg Lions Club celebrates July 4th with 
a week of activities.  It starts with a 5-day carnival, a major 
fund-raising event for the Brownsburg Lions, and ends with a 
fireworks display on the evening of July 4th. One of the most 
anticipated activities for our community is the 4th of July 
parade.   
 
This year we honored one of our best, Lion Dickie Hartley, as 
the Parade Marshall. Dickie is more than a Lion – he is our 
“Everyday Hero.”  He proudly served our country in 1966 while 
stationed in Germany and his next assignment was in Vietnam 
as a medic. 
 

His patriotism to our country and his desire to help others never stops. He is truly loved 
by everyone in our community. Dickie has the heart of a Lion.   
 
Dickie stated, “The biggest honor of his life was being the Parade Marshall for 
Brownsburg.”  It is a privilege and an honor to know him not only as a Lion but as a 
humanitarian and I am glad that I can call him my friend. 

 
 

 

 
 
DG Nick Xinopoulos visited the Oxford Lions Club recently where he was pleased to 
induct 3 new members. Shown from left to right are: John Brown, Diana Brown, DG 
Nick Xinopoulos and Mike Winchester. 
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Being part of the Indiana Lions family is a privilege for us.  At the international 
convention we enjoyed the fellowship with all of you and it was nice to see familiar faces 
amongst the 15,000+ Lions in attendance at the convention.  We also enjoyed marching 
with you in the International Parade.  It was truly an experience we will never forget. 
 
Lion Gretchen and I want to express our sincere thanks for the wonderful breakfast and 
the ice-cream social that were given in honor of all the in-coming Indiana District 
Governors and their spouses during the recent International Convention. A special 
thanks to Vern and Linda Tincher who were gracious enough to provide our 
transportation to and from the ice cream social.   
 
Sincerely, 
DG Nick 
 
 

 
 

 
Where in the world have you seen the  
Lions Club International emblem? 

 
 

 
 
  

Submitted by: Lion Gretchen Xinopoulos, emblem 
located in Neustadt, Bavaria. 
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT DUES  

From the GOVERNOR  
 
In July your Club Treasurer should have received your July-December State and District 
Semi-Annual Dues Statement from your Cabinet Treasurer. You should have been 
billed $8.70 per member on record for District and State Dues on July 1st. In addition, 
Lions Club International will bill your Club Treasurer $19.50 per member for July-
December. For spouses and family members recorded in the Family Certification Plan 
at LCI you will be billed $9.75.  
 
Dues are payable within (30) days. Checks for International dues should be sent to 
Lions Clubs International following directions on the billing statement. District and State 
dues checks should be made to “District 25-C” and sent to CT Valerie Hess at this 
address:  

Valerie Hess 
Cabinet Treasurer, District 25C 

13851 North Ayshire Circle 
Camby, IN 46113 

 
Your club should be collecting at least $56.40 in dues per year from each member. 
Family members enrolled in Family Certification Plan (except for the Head of 
Household) should be paying at least $36.90 per year in dues. (Family members 
International dues are $19.50 per year rather than the usual $39.00.)  
Dues should not be paid from your club’s Activities Fund. All money raised from the 
public must be used for charity.  
 
I encourage all of the clubs to pay their dues in a timely manner. It is important for our 
district to keeping our clubs in “Good Standing” status. It helps keep the district running 
smoothly. 
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